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Essence of modern new-Confucianism is moral determinism

LU Hong-qgiang
(School of Humanities and Social Science, Chang’an University, Xi'an 710064, China)

Abstract: Modern new-Confucianism is one of the three major schools in modern Chinese
ideological history. It attempts to offer a practicable solution to Chinese modernization. The basic
theories preached in the new-Confucianism hold firm belief that various social issues are
determined by the ideology and culture and can be solved through adhering to them. Its
menifesfions are as follows: the people harbouring such theories are those who firmly believe that
Chinese moral is the basic and foreign science and technology should be introduced to serve it in
terms of methodology. The Chinese moral they preach is actually the moralism in traditional
Confucianism. The introduction of foreign science and technology on the surface differs from the
“Learning-from-foreign partition” but can still find the origin in the theories prevailing in the 19th
century. What's more, most of the new-Confucianists are moral determinists. This decides that
the theories they preach to a great degree are not the driving force but the great obstacles to the
development of modernization.
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