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Reflection on the implications of economic devel opment

SONG Lin', ZHANG Ji’
(L Chang/an University, Xi'an 710064, China; 2. School of Economics, Fudan Uinversity,
School of Economics and Management, Y anshan University, Qinhuangdao 066004 China)

Abstract: Both the history of economic development and the theory of economic development deviated
from “the original life world” in the past. As a result, human happiness was exclusively regarded as
creature comfort in flesh and blood, the so-called development acquitted itself in ex eessively craving for
wealth accumulation and ignoring the diversity of human needs. As regards to the theory of
development, the emphasis was only placed on the growth of GDP. Because of this, the human
development, ecology, environment and their symbiotic relationships were overlooked, economy and
instrumental rationality submerged human subject-consciousness. In perspective, the new ly-developed
notion of sustainable development is nothing but an effort to resume human subjectivity and objectivity
in the course of economic development.
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