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Study on Topic Sentence Writing in Paragraph Development

WAN G Hong xiao
(Foreign Language Department, Chang/an University, Xi'an 710064, China)

Abstract This paper deals with the writing of topic sentences in the paragraph development
through analysis of exercises in the writing of topic sentences and a model paragraph under the
guide of the ways suggested by some experts. The writer hopes this paper can be helpful for
students to write good topic sentences for the paragraph development.
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) A : Charlie takes a lot
Topic Sentence = Topic + Limiting of measures to lose weight B
statement Chatie likes sports very much.. C
, : Charlie likes taking exercises and takes many
. measures to improve his skills
: Alice is a kind-hearted girl, Alice s s s
is a kind-hearted girl , (A )
Alice , sports, ,(2) (3)
Alice ,  Alice Alice runs a mile  lifts weights Charlie
, sports B
) . Pollution has ) takes many measures to improve his

caused many problems in our country in recent
years ,many problems
, 1n our country

,in recent years

soccer,
basketball  table tennis )
5
He is a gentle man He
Tom ,
2
[4]
L

(1) Charlie takes vitamin pills every meal.

(2) He runs a mile everyday before breakfast.

(3) He lifts weights three or four times each
week.

(4) Instead of taking a bus, if it is less than

two miles,

skills () (2~ (3 (4

: Charlie tries to
keep himself healthy Charlie ,
tries to keep himself healthy
takes vitamin pill every meal, runs a mile
everyday before breakfast, lifts weights three or
four times each week  Instead of taking a bus, if

itis less than two miles

[41,

2.
(1) Under Tom “bed are a pile of dusty beer
bottles and a pair of stained sport shoes.

(2) The floor is littered with cigarette butts

and apple peels.

(3) Books, scratch papers, cups, an ash tray
and some paper bags are scattered on his desk.

(4) From behind the door comes the smell of
clothes soaked in water for too long.

3.
(1) Marie bought me meals everyday when I

was ill last term.

(2) She always helps her roommates with
their English.

(3) She brought food from home and shared
with us at the beginning of the new term.

(4) Sheis like a big sister to us.
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2 » D
: Tom & room is very dirty E

: Tom is very lazy in his room

Tom “room is very dirty

2 (1) (2 . (3)
(4 .
.(3) ,

(D (2 (4

Tom is very lazy in hisvroom

Tom is very lazy in

his room , Tom
Tom is very lazy ) Tom
. 3
. F : Marie
is ready to help persons around us; G

: Marieis keen to help others
(3) (4 ,
(1) (2 .
2 : Tom ‘roomis a

,1s a mess

(4) :

mess. Tom “room

(I} (21 (3)

. . 3 : Marieis
very kind  Marie is a kind-hearted girl. ,
2
° s
Topic Statement Which Limiss the Topic

is now played in_the United States-

I Sear (geographical location)
2 S has become mare popular within the last_five years.
(@mparison) (time a period of time )
is a physically demanding sport.
3. ecer

(a cetainaspect)

have a_great deal in_conmon.

4. Sccer and foothall
(showing similarities)

is more_dangerous than tem is.

(showing d if ferences)

5. ®ccer

can receive various kindsof penalties during a game.

6. A soccer player X
(a number o things; a list)

7. The Warld Gup Sccer  create interest fiom soccer fans all over the world.
Championship Games (eff ect)
is dan gerous for several reapns.

cause; reaspn

8. Sceer

( € PARAGRAPH DEVELOPMEN® )

o Martin L. Amaudet  Mary

Ellen. Barsett

[3]

2

171

The traditional husband is different from
modern husband in certain aspects. First of all, the
traditional husband usually made the big decisions
about spending money. However, the modern
husband shares these decisions with his working
wife. In addition, the traditional husband did not
help his wife with the housework or meal
preparation. Dinner was ready when he came
home. In contrast, the modern husband helps his
working wife at home. He may do some of the
household jobs, and it is not unusual for him to
co ok-

, different
husband

certain aspects

from  in certain aspects

showing differences

o , first of all  in addition
5
however in contrast ,
. showing
differences
o
(cause reason),
2 2
2
° 2
, air travel(
it airtravel),

(F 4% 967 )
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[13 ”» s (3) « Wilr’ .
A A
to be °
« ”» o
I wasn t invited, but I ve come anyway. ?
« 2 (Wasn/t) . P
« ” °
”
: ) (1] . M ] . 1965.
You will be told in advance. 2] ' M1 1982,
’ [3] : [M].
“ will’ , 1983.
. “« 7 . [4] , ) [M].
« o» , i , 1985.

(£#% 92m ) ; ,

) good  China ¢ Air travel . . .
is good in China. )

(comparison): Air travel is better than bus
travel in China. , , [1] . [J].
. , ,2002,(2).

: (1) Plane is
faster than bus in China. (2) Plane is safer than
bus in China. (3) Plane is more comfortable than
bus in China. ) ,

: Air travel is better than bus travel in
China for at least three reasons.
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