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On the meaning of letter s in suffix
MA Qiao—zheng
(Foreign Department, Xi'an United University, Xi an 710061, China)
Abstract The letter s, attached to some nouns, verbs, adjectives, nouns of locality and so
on, often has different meanings and its usage is rather puzzling, thus diffcult to master and

spell correctly. There has been a detailed discussion on it,illustrated by a number of examples,

to which reference can be had for the English learners.
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1. air n. ars n.
Airis to man as water is to fish. ,
Don t put on airs before me.

2.am n arms n. ;
I'havea terrible painin my left arm.
Take up arms and go fighting.

3.artin. , arts n. ( ) ( )
Writing is an art.
The rookery is made by art. not by nature. ,
History is one of the arts.

4. custom n. -customs n.

It § the custom for Englishmen to raise their hats to ladies.

Social customs vary from country to country.
We have to pay customs duties.
5. draught n. draughts n.

A draught from the window blew the newspaper away from the desk.

He is good at playing draughts.
6. effect n. s effects n. ; ,
Every effect must have an adequate cause.
It 6 illegal to deprive him of his personal effects.
7.force n. forces n. ,
A mass of rock rolled down with considerable force.
The enemy forces occupied the city several months ago- ,
8. letter n. ; letters n. [ ] ;
A is the first letter in the English alphabet. A
I'had a letter from my brother yesterday.
Lu Xun was a great man of letters.
9. minute n. minutes n|[ | ;
Wait a minute- 111 be back soon. ,
The secretary will make the minutes of the meeting.

10.quarter n. quarters n. ,
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The bottle is only a quarter full of water.
He has his winter quarters in Florida.

: regard ( ) regards( ); spectacle( ) spectacles (

); marble ( ) marbles( ); ground( ) grounds( ); scale( )
scales( ); work( ) works( , ); term ( , ) terms ( ) )
> S, ’
1.baa v. baas n.

The lamb is baaing all night.
My baas often complains about my work.
2. bellow v. bellows n.
The kung-fu master bellowed and attacked his opponent.
A belows consists of an air chamber and a nozzle.
3. dart v. darts n
A mouse darted out of the closet.
He likes playing darts in his free time.
4.digv. digs n| ] ,

We shall have to dig through the mountain to lay this pipe-

He is looking for cheap digs.
S.mar v. Mars n.
Commercial signs marred the scenic beauty.

It still remains a puzzle whether there is life or not on Mars.

6. mean v. means n. ,
Perseverance means victory.
He tried every means, but failed. ,
7. proceed v. proceeds n. ,
Preparations proceeded night and day.

The proceeds from the performance will be used to buy a new a stage curtain.

8. toil v. toils n.
Workers toiled all the year round, but were poorly paid.

2

The toils-of the spider caught the fly,
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L. brief adj. briefs n
My acquaintance with him was very brief.
He likes wearing briefs.

2. good adj. goods n. .
Wehad a good time together during the summer holidays.
Goods must be produced at low cost.

3. new adj. news n.
Many new industrial cities have risen.
No news is good news.

4. odd adj. ; odds n. ;
Ont , three , five are odd numbers. 1 3 5
He is an odd person.

W e defeated the enemy against heavy odds.

: upward, upwards; inward, inw ards; eastward, eastw ards; downw ard, downw ards;
outward, outwards, westward, westwards; forward, forwards; indoor, indoors, southward,

southwards; backward, backwards outdoor, outdoors; northward, northw ards

N ’ ’
: cavas n. ,cavass v. ; sometime adj. , sometimes adv. ; beside
prep. - ,besides adv. ; discus n. , discuss v. ; nut n. ; nuts adj.
? S )
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