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Study on CAO Nan-ming and LI Tui-xi

ZHANG Mao-ze
(Institute of Chinese Thought and Culture, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; In the history of Korean Confucianism, CAO Nan-ming and LI Tui-xi are both great Con-

fucians, whose academic thoughts have their own differences and similarities. CAO Nan-ming lived in se-

clusion and never took office in government while LI Tui-xi had a successful official career; CAO Nan-

ming put emphasis on moral practice in his learning while LI Tui-xi attached importance to academic cog-

nition; CAO Nan-ming emphasized “the doctrine of self-cultivation” while LI Tui-xi showed more respect

for the continuation of tradition. The fundamental reason of their academic thinking differences lies in

their respective understanding of lifetime aspirations, academic inheritance and Confucian development

direction after Neo-Confucianism. Thus, they both had specific and implicit disputes on such issues as

the root of social customs corruption, the strictness and relaxation of self-perfection in Confucianism, the

haste and slow of serving for society, being a hermit or an official, the comments on Korean Neo-Confu-

cians and so on. Due to some villains’ provocations, LI Tui-xi had serious misunderstandings about CAO

Nan-ming’s morality and academic ideas. In a word, the divergences between CAO Nan-ming and LI Tui-

xi are actually the ideological conflicts between idealism and realism, and such kind of conflicts is univer-

sal.

Key words: CAO Nan-ming; LI Tui-xi; moral practice; academic cognition; idealism; realism

108



