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ZHOU Zuo-ren’s aesthetics on the construction of
nation-state and daily life

GUAN Feng

(School of Literature, Art and Communication, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; ZHOU Zuo-ren’s aesthetic thoughts are in harmony with the inclination of nation-state and
life concern in Chinese modern aesthetics. His discussion of beauty can be centered on the 1920s after
the May 4th New Culture Movement. He stresses the beauty of articles in his preface and postscripts
writing to others, puts forward the “beautiful life” clearly in his essays, and also explains the beauty of

Greek mythology in his translation and other works. ZHOU Zuo-ren acknowledges the two traditions of
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proses, but does not attach much importance to the origins of the English literature. The defense of the

difficulty is a reflection of ZHOU Zuo-ren’s aesthetic conception based on the new literary ecology. ZHOU

Zuo-ren clearly puts forward the idea of “beautiful life” in “/Iniroducing Yu Si”.

The breakup with his

elder brother LU Xun shows his swerve of life. ZHOU Zuo-ren calls for “life” in the sense of human. In

his view, the beauty of Greek mythology should be understood from the three perspectives including sci-

ence, art and morality. He thinks the beauty of Greek mythology is not only an objective attribute, but

also the value judgments.

Key words: ZHOU Zuo-ren; proses; myth; life; free thought; aesthetics
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