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Access to Cohen’s Construction of Egalitarianism Theory

YOU Qin
(College of Marxism, China Three Gorges University, Yichang 443002, Hubei, China)
Abstract; The Egalitarianism Theory in Cohen’s political philosophy has an evolving process of
construction. This paper made a comparison among Cohen’s Egalitarianism Theory, Rawls’ Equality

Theory of Good, Amartya Sen’s Possibility of Obtaining Good or Welfare Resources and Woking’s

Resource Equality Theory. The results show that Cohen puts forward the equalitarianism superiority of
equality of opportunity, and he thinks that the justice society needs the support of economy and morality.
Through the reflection of the rich egalitarian identity, Cohen thinks that rich people pursuing the interests

is a choice of personal preference, which cannot demonstrate its moral justice. Personal preference affects

the individual behavior, and individual behavior influences the social value judgments. Therefore, justice
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society has a significant correlation with individual behavior. Fashion society encourages personal behavior

to pay attention to interpersonal concern through morality, in order to achieve social equality and justice.

Key words: Cohen; welfare, egalitarianism, egalitarian; individual behavior; social behavior
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