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Spirit of freedom and modern enlightenment in
Chinese traditional culture

LIU Gu-sheng
(School of History and Culture, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, Hubei, China)

Abstract; This paper studied spirit of freedom and modern enlightenment in Chinese traditional cul-
ture from the perspectives of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism. The results show that Confucianism
proposes using manners to regulate individuals’ behavior, pursuing “do as one pleases but not go beyond
rules” , which is a kind of limited freedom; Taoism emphasizes freedom most, both pursuing spirit of
freedom and exploring ultimate life freedom; Buddhism advocates developing the subjectivity of life,
stressing that one should not hinder others’ freedom for his own freedom. It’s discovered that the spirit of
freedom in Chinese traditional culture has something in common with Western freedom such as obeying
moral laws, active and passive freedom, and so on.

Key words: traditional culture; freedom; autonomy; Confucianism; Taoism; Buddhism
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Image of Huang Emperor in the late Qing Dynasty and the cultural
connotation and value

CHEN Zhan-feng
(Institute of Chinese Ideology and Culture, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: In order to study the portrayal of Huang Emperor by ZOU Rong and CHEN Tian-hua,
thinkers and revolutionists in the late Qing Dynasty, this paper explored the image construction of Huang
Emperor and historical and cultural significance, the national concept and ideological characteristics, and
the cultural connotation and value of Huang Emperor. It is suggested that ZOU Rong and CHEN Tian-hua
have a strong sense of the times and mission in the portrayal of Huang Emperor. They integrated the
culture and civilization of Huang Emperor in striving for national independence and democratic progress.
In addition, they criticize feudal autocratic monarchy system, and propogada and popularize the progres-
sive ideas of democracy, republicanism, independence, freedom and equality. By mixing pluralism
thoughts, they express their prospects for the nation’s future, making the Huang Emperor culture display
new vitality.

Key words: the late Qing Dynasty; Huang Emperor image; Huang Emperor culture; ZOU Rong;
CHEN Tian-hua
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