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Doing social research from the perspective of social symbiosis

HU Shou-jun, ZHANG Feng-chi
(School of Social Development and Poblic Policy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: To explore theoretical and empirical value of social symbiosis for social research, this

paper analyzed how to do social research from the perspective of social symbiosis from several aspects

including research object, research content, conceptualization and operationalization, and applicability.

The results show that social symbiosis is one kind of basic social existence. All kinds of social phenom-

enon can be reconstructed from three factors including subjects, resources and constraint conditions. The

research of social symbiosis is actually the research on the relational structure of symbiosis.

Key words: social symbiosis; social research; subjects; resources; constraint conditions
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